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[nstruments
— The Ancient Zither

A skilled player can use the zither to
depict different images; particularly water,
trees and sky.

Due to historical, dialect and cultural
changes, different schools of the zlther have
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usic has always held an im
portant place in Chinese cul
ture. For thousands of years,

different Chinese nationalities have not only
creatcd a va.nety of their ¢ usical instru-
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on the zither gradually changed—ranging
from 5 to 49 strings. Currently, the 21-
stringed zither is most common. The frame
of the zither is made from wood of ebony,
padauk, annatto and hualimu, while the sur-
face and the baseplate are made of the tung
tree. The head of the zither is called yueshan
and the nut is made of small pieces of bone.
The strings are held up by a spine of sup-
ports. The spine can be made of wood, bam-
boo, caml bone or ivory and comes in dif-
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Zither player Zhou Wang
N from the Central
Conservatory of Music
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